History

INTRODUCTION
Find out how the national program began from the first unsuccessful attempt in 1992 and a coincidental phone conversation in 1993, through the grass roots beginning, up to the end of the millenium, and now well into the 21st century.
2008
The championship tournament returned to Hamilton for the third time, the first since 1996. For the first time the entire tournament was played on five diamonds all located within one complex.

At the Annual General Meeting, the membership passed a motion to create a new position of secretary-treasurer, and to allow proxy votes. In addition, it was announced that the Federation was in the final stages of becoming incorporated.

As part of the Opening Ceremonies, the Hamilton Oldtimers’ Baseball Organization held their league Hall of Fame presentation ceremony in front of all the teams from across Canada. Retired player and convenor, Wayne Jessop, was recognized for his contributions and leadership to the organization. In addition, Nicole (Beaudoin) Hamel, Chuck Beaudoin’s daughter, sang the national anthem as she did at the first championship tournament in 1993.

On championship day, the Burlington (Ontario) Black 49ers successfully defended their 35+ championship and held onto the Roy Boudreau Memorial Trophy with an exciting 5-4 victory over the three-time champions from Tillsonburg (Ontario). In the Tier Two 35+, the host team, Hamilton Silverhawks, won the Kindersley Trophy by powering their way to a 15-2 victory over the first-ever team from Quebec, the Montreal Dodgers.

In the 44+ division, Oakville (Ontario) Golden’s A’s successfully defended their championship against their arch rivals from Spring Lake (Alberta) with a 6-0 white-washing. The Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy was presented to the champions by Marnie Beaudoin, Chuck’s widow.

The BC Capitals bounced back from a 1-2 pool performance to upset the 3-0 Burlington Silver 49ers 9-3 to capture the 50+ championship, and prevent Burlington from pulling off back-to-back double national championships.

The September newsletter introduced a few letters from the membership relating information or expressing opinions for all to read. It is hoped that this segment will add interest to the revitalized newsletter. 
2007
Congratulations to Fred Zucker, Lyle Lorenz, and the Red Deer players and volunteers for an excellent job in hosting our 2007 tournament. Their long wait to showcase their ability to handle our tournament, I hope, was very rewarding for all the workers.

This was my first visit to Red Deer and I marvelled at the “big city” facilities, both athletic and commercial, which Red Deer has along with its “small city” atmosphere. My visit was very enjoyable, but too short.

At the Annual General Meeting, a motion was made to name the 44+ Tier Two after yours truly. I thank Lyle Lorenz and Blair Hanna for the gesture.

The result of this action confused me because I thought surely such a gesture would be to name the oldest group trophy (the 50+ division) after an old guy like me. However, as it turns out, the two trophies in the 44+ division will now carry the Beaudoin family name: the Tier One, the “Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy”, and the Tier Two, the “Phil Beaudoin Trophy”. This, to me personally, is very special. To be closely linked with my late brother at the national level, is truly an honour. I will be forever grateful to Lyle and Blair, as well as those voting members who supported the motion.

On the fields, two teams from Burlington (Ontario) went home as champions, the first time two titles went home to the same city at the same tournament. The Black 49ers captured the coveted 35+ championship and the Roy Boudreau Memorial Trophy in dramatic fashion, while the Grey 49ers took home the newly named Phil Beaudoin trophy in the 44+ division. Oakville (Ontario) Golden A’s won a tough struggle against Spring Lake (Alberta) to capture the 44+ Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy for the second time. This was Oakville’s fourth national championship.

In the Tier Two 35+ there was some irony as the Kindersley (Saskatchewan) Klippers walked off with the Kindersley Trophy. In the newly created 50+ division, it was only fitting that a host team, the Red Deer Vision Air Snowbirds, should win at least one of the trophies up for grabs, when they executed a dramatic last inning suicide squeeze play.
2005
Tillsonburg, led by the enthusiastic Sam Lamb, hosted the tournament and won the “Roy Boudreau Memorial Trophy” for the third time (second in a row) in front of the hometown fans with an exciting bottom of the seventh, two out, walk-off home run and going 6-0 for the weekend. Black Creek, making their first appearance on the national scene, threw a real scare into the host team.
The “Kindersley Trophy” was taken down east by the Truro Bearcats with a well-played 3-1 win over St. Catharines. In the 44 -and-over division, the “Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy” was finally won by the ever-present Dufferin-Simcoe Rockers. Simcoe won the fourth title in a close 5-4 win over Chippawa to bring three trophies to Ontario.
The social highlight was a great barbecue dinner followed by some toe-tapping music and wild dancing.

A poem about the tournament was written by Betti Michael (Mrs. Millo Michael):

The Game

We are off again to "Tillsonburg"
We go there every day
Our mission -- be supportive
While we watch our Indians play.

With aching arms and tired legs
And knees that fail to bend
They struggle to hit one more run
And hope it does not end.

Old friends to reminiscence with
The ball game has it all
And the aching body rallies
When the umpire yells
"Play ball".

Copyright © 2005 Betti Michael/"Mrs. Millo" All rights reserved.

2004
The tournament returned once again to Medicine Hat under the leadership of Lawrence Gordon. The four teams from the Medicine Hat league cooperated to help present another memorable tournament. The social highlight, other than the beer tent, was the barbecued steak dinner on Saturday night.

On the diamonds the Tillsonburg (Ontario) Old Sox won the “Roy Boudreau Memorial Trophy” for the second time while the “Kindersley Trophy” was awarded to the Sask-Alta Twiliters.

In the Masters’ (over-44) Division newcomers from Spring Lake (Alberta) walked off as winners of the “Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy” while the Chatfield (Manitoba) Cardinals captured the Tier Two title.  The results provided a wide provincial distribution of winners.

Although there was no promise this time that it would not rain in Medicine Hat on this weekend, only an indication that 1998's rain storm was extremely rare, it did. Rain Saturday night set Sunday’s games back a few hours, although Sunday night’s rain did not affect the action. We are all thankful that we had left the area before the tornado touched down just north of the city on Tuesday.

2003
Rob Landry headed up a strong committee which hosted a tournament held in four different Acadian Peninsula centres: Tracadie-Sheila, Caraquet, Lameque and Shippagan. The Opening Ceremonies had speeches with a bilingual touch and "O Canada" was sung in French for the first time at the national tournament. A fun night on the river's edge was held with lots of lively music, and all the shrimp, mussels and pickled herring one could eat. Sunday night was finished off with a lighted boat parade on the river and a fireworks display, courtesy of the town's weekend festival.

When the dust had settled, the host team (Tracadie-Sheila Aigles) had won a hotly contested division and the "Roy Boudreau Memorial Trophy", their second national championship. The "Kindersley Trophy" stayed in New Brunswick also, as Caraquet Moosehead Dry worked their way through a complex play-off round to come out on top. The Masters' Division declared only one winner, due to a shortage of teams. For the first time as masters, the first ever champions from Oakville, now called the Golden Aces, captured the "Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy".

Although there was a lot of rain across Canada this weekend, none of it fell on the Acadian Peninsula until after all games were finished and teams were on their way home.

 

2002
The tenth anniversary tournament was hosted by Paul Carruthers, Orville Jenkins, and the Dufferin-Simcoe (Ontario) Rockers on the occasion of their twentieth anniversary in oldtimers’ baseball. The tournament was played on five excellent small town county diamonds with the "Roy Boudreau Memorial Trophy" going to a new team called the Oakville (Ontario) Colts. 
The "Kindersley Trophy" went to the Hamilton (Ontario) Stealers, one of three original teams still playing in this anniversary tournament; the other teams were the original championship team, the Oakville Golden A’s, now playing in the Masters’ Division, and the St. Catharines Cardinals. 
In the Masters Division, the perennial winners from Tecumseh (Ontario) captured their unprecedented fourth consecutive championship winning the "Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy", while a new team of Masters, the Chippawa (Ontario) Indians took the new Tier Two championship trophy. 
Beaudoin and Gordon were re-elected.
2001
In Regina the host team, the Regina (Saskatchewan) Ghosts walked off the field as the first winners of the newly named "Roy Boudreau Trophy" as Tier One champions, while the Amisk (Alberta) Astros, 1998 winners, won the Tier Two "Kindersley Trophy". The Tecumseh (Ontario) Green Giants became the first team to cop three consecutive titles when they won the "Chuck Beaudoin Memorial Trophy" handed out to the Masters’ champions.
Neil Tulloch and Shane Simpson headed up the host committee as temperatures reached 35 degrees Celsius.
2000
Prince Edward Island was the site of the millenium tournament. Under the leadership of Sheila Coffin and excellent weather conditions, the largest tournament was played with 29 teams competing for the titles. The Tracadie-Sheila (New Brunswick) Eagles captured the Tier One over-35 championship in their first tournament appearance. The Truro (Nova Scotia) Stella Jones Bearcats defeated the host PEI Die-Hards for the Tier Two title. The Tecumseh (Ontario) Green Giants became two-time Masters’ champs.
A special exhibition game of over-50’s was played to christen the new lights installed on the diamond at Morell. A banquet and dance was also held and everyone partied heartily.
Election results saw Beaudoin re-elected with Lawrence Gordon of Medicine Hat replacing Purdy as vice-president. The position of secretary-treasurer was dropped.
1999
The 1999 tournament was held in Oakville, Ontario as the third round of tournaments began.
Rich Knight, the Ontario Director and manager of the two-time National Champion Oakville Golden A’s, headed up the host committee. Eighteen teams participated: fourteen in the original over-35 age group and four in the Masters division. Tillsonburg (Ontario) Old Sox, after coming close in the past couple tournaments, finally earned their championship; Calgary (Alberta) Cardinals took the tier-two title, while the Tecumseh (Ontario) Green Giants, contenders since the first tournament, captured the Masters championship. Social highlights included a banquet and an elimination draw for a trip, a Detroit Tigers-Toronto Blue Jays game, and a pub night and karaoke party. 
1998
The 1998 tournament involved the first bids to host the tournament from more than one centre. The successful bid took the tournament to Medicine Hat, Alberta and saw the introduction of a two-tiered format for over-35 players and the first playdown in theMasters’ division (over-45 years of age). In all twenty-three teams (a new record) took part: 16 in the over-35 and 7 in the over-45. Alberta provided thirteen and Saskatchewan six with Ontario adding three and Manitoba one. The Lumsden (Saskatchewan) Ghosts took the tier one title; Amisk (Alberta) Astros, the tier two; Red Deer (Alberta) Pro Collision Carstars won the first ever Masters’ championship. The tournament also featured the first national baseball olympics. The social highlights included a free pancake breakfast, a barbecue featuring buffalo burgers and prairie oysters (?), a banquet and dance highlighted by a strange accounting of the origin of baseball, and a "Last Man Standing’ windup party for those still around on Monday evening. In the elections Beaudoin and Purdy were re-elected while a constitutional change introduced provincial directors instead of regional. Five of the seven active provinces have a director. Sam Leonard of Oakville was elected to the new post of secretary-treasurer.
1997
Belledune, New Brunswick hosted the 1997 tournament with a new high of eighteen teams involved. The host province had four entries, while Nova Scotia and Ontario added five each, P.E.I. two, and Saskatchewan and Alberta one each. Chairman Paul Daley and the host team from Belledune became the first Maritime team to win the title. The tournament was conducted as part of the "Belledune Days" festivities and included daily breakfasts and a lobster banquet at the Legion, and a dance featuring Rawlins Cross at the arena, both located next to the diamonds.
1996
When no host surfaced for the return to Ontario in 1996, Hamilton became the first to host a second tournament. Sixteen teams were involved again with Ontario contributing seven, Nova Scotia adding five, and Saskatchewan, P.E.I., New Brunswick, and Alberta one each. Calgary defended their championship with outstanding pitching and defence combined with timely hitting. This election year saw Beaudoin returned as president with George Purdy of Yarmouth elected to the vice-president’s position along with six directors. 
1995
Because of limited involvement from Western Canada in the first two tournaments, it was necessary to seek out a western host for 1995. An invitation to do so was accepted by Tom Watt and the members of the Kindersley Klippers. So the tournament moved west to Kindersley, Saskatchewan with sixteen teams participating, including one each from British Columbia, Prince Edward Island, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Ontario and New Brunswick, four from Alberta, and six from Saskatchewan. This tournament saw the greatest number of provinces ever to participate. The Calgary (Alberta) Cardinals were crowned new champions in a one-run game against Belledune, New Brunswick in a weekend that included a dance, a Smokey Fry and, of course, a beer garden.
1994
In 1994 Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, headed by Reg LeBlanc, hosted a 15 team tournament including one team from New Brunswick, two from P.E.I., five from Ontario and seven from Nova Scotia. Oakville Old A’s successfully defended their title as Canadian Oldtimers’ champions. Extra-curricular highlights of the weekend included a lobster boil at Killiam Wharf and a banquet and dance.
An executive was elected to conduct the business for the National Oldtimers’ Baseball Federation with first-year tournament chairman, Phil Beaudoin, elected president and second-year tournament chairman, Reg LeBlanc, elected vice-president. Regional directors were also elected, two each from the Eastern, and Central Regions and one from the uncharted Western Region. 
1993
John outlined what he felt were the criteria for hosting a national tournament to Phil Beaudoin, then president of the Hamilton Oldtimers Baseball Organization (H.O.B.O.), a house league of six teams playing oldtimers ball in Hamilton, Ontario. Phil believed that Hamilton met the necessary requirements and presented the idea to the H.O.B.O. executive which jumped at the opportunity. John gave Hamilton his blessing and plans were made to hold the first national tournament in Hamilton during the first weekend of August, which is a holiday weekend in some provinces.
Making contacts in Ontario was easy as Hamilton had a select team playing tournaments in the Vintage program. Wally Cassell, a H.O.B.O. player, took it upon himself to make contacts in Eastern Canada, starting with Montreal and working eastward. As a result of his tireless efforts, teams from Yarmouth, Noel Road, and Petit de Grat, Nova Scotia travelled to Hamilton in 1993 for the inaugural tournament.
The search in Western Canada was not so successful, but a team from Giroux, Manitoba did attend to provide representation from three provinces. Ontario filled out the eight team tournament with teams from Tecumseh, Oakville, St. Catharines and the host Hamilton.
After much groundbreaking, the tournament was played with each team playing all of the others for a total of seven games in four days. This would turn out to be a unique happening, the only time where there were few enough teams to attempt such a challenge. The players coped and, with arms hanging and legs wobbling, completed the tournament with Oakville (Ontario) Old A’s carrying off the trophy as the first national champions. Added activities included two busloads of fans to see a Blue Jays game (they won the World Series that year), a buffet style banquet with many prizes being given away, and entertainment by the M.C., John Ellis, a player from Hamilton.
1992
The first attempt to play a Canadian oldtimers baseball championship tournament ended in failure. The idea belonged to John Duncan of Peterborough Ontario, well known on Ontario baseball diamonds, as a player, organizer and umpire. John was an executive member and a driving force with the Vintage Baseball Federation of Ontario, which consisted of more than twenty teams with players 35 years of age and over playing in weekend tournaments around the province of Ontario. John’s dream of a national program appeared to be up and going when plans were made to hold a tournament in Newfoundland in 1992. The plans fell through in the spring of that year.
