
Columbia County Adult Softball League

 (Under the direction of Lake City Columbia County Youth Baseball Association)
2014 League Rules and Regulations

Columbia County Adult Softball League follows and is governed under ASA Rules, with the exception of our local rules and regulations listed below.

Local Rules:

1) Games may begin with 9 players on a team. 10th player may be added during game if his/her turn at bat has not already occurred. If his/her time at bat has passed, his/her team must play the entire game with 9 players, offensively and defensively. If you start with 9 players, you must finish with 9 players. A team may not continue and a game shall be declared a forfeit if they drop below 9 players. Four (EP) Extra Players (OPTIONAL) may be used in our league play. If you start with 10, 11, 12, 13, or 14 players, each player lost will result in an out when his/her time at bat occurs.

2)  All players, except two coaches, batter and the on-deck batter will remain inside the dugout during the game. No one is allowed in the dugout except team members.

3) Teams may have one designated runner (one male or one female who must be in the batting order) who may run for any runner at any time (Multiple times within an inning if required). However, if the designated runner is on a base when it is his/her time to bat they get an out for that at bat.  

4) If a male is walked and a female follows him in the batting order he automatically gets second base and she has the option of hitting or walking. 

5) There will be no tobacco products or profanity on the ball fields, and in the dug outs. (If violated Team Managers will be responsible for compliance)

6) No dogs are allowed inside of the park area. (COUNTY ORDINANCE)

7) No alcoholic beverages are allowed on the premises at any times. This includes the parking lot.  Any player caught drinking alcoholic beverages on the premises before or after a game will be automatically suspended for the remaining of the season, from all leagues.  If any alcohol beverage is found on the premise during play and no player acknowledges responsibility of beverage that team will forfeit play of all games until team manager informs board of responsible part/parties.  Any player caught offending this rule, by a police officer, will be automatically suspended for ONE YEAR, from all leagues. This rule also applies during practice sessions. *If this offense occurs after the 5th game, the rule will apply to the following season. 
8) Any player thrown out of a game will be suspended minimum for two games per league or more depending on the severity of the offense. On the second offense they will be suspended from all leagues and will not be allowed at the facilities for any reason during suspension. (Exception: illegal bats) 
8a) Use of an illegal bat will result in suspension from all leagues for the season.
9) Each team will be required to furnish FOUR new or used white or optic yellow softballs for each game:

Men’s League - 12 inch 44 core 400 compression or lower

Women’s League- 11 inch 44 core 375 compression or lower

Church and Coed league-Men will use 12 inch 44 core 400 compression or lower; women will use 11 in 47 core 525 compression or lower

A team will be allowed to hit the balls that they bring. If at any time during the game a team fails to provide a LEGAL softball the game will be declared a forfeit. (Worth “SUPER DUPER” balls are not allowed!) Umpire must verify the legality of each ball prior to the start of and during the game; ALL game balls MUST be signed by HEAD UMPIRE (GARY FREE) BEFORE THE START OF THE GAME; play core and compression must be legible PRIOR TO HAVING BALLS SIGNED.
10) There will be a 20 run rule in effect after 3 innings and a 15 run rule after 5 innings. 

11) There will be a 1 hour 15 minute time limit on all regular season games. No new inning will start after the time limit has expired. The Official will designate the starting time to the home teams scorekeeper at the game. The run rule and time limit is in effect during tournament play. Teams will be seeded according to their record.

12) There will be a 10 minute window for late players before a game is declared a forfeit. 

13) All teams must have matching jerseys, (including color, logo, and different numbers) by the 5th week of scheduled games. Game will be declared a forfeit (Unless arrangements were made with league president and head umpire prior to game start on a game to game basis). 

14) No players are allowed on the infield after the field crew has lined off the field.

15) Coaches are responsible for adding/removing players by the by the 5th week of scheduled games as long as they have not been a rostered player and played with another team in the same league within the season. Players may play in different leagues i.e.; (men’s, coed, church, women’s). No more than 25 players are allowed on the roster. After the 25 man roster is met dropping a player will not allow you to add a player. Master rosters will be kept at concession stand. (THIS RULE IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH RULE 21). 

16) Home team will be listed first and will occupy the third base dugout.

17) Anyone 14 years of age or older may participate in league play. Players must be 14 by August 1 of the current year. A parent or guardian signature is required for players 14-17 years old.

18) No steel cleats are allowed during league play.

19)  Pitching net must be on the field at all times and be touching either side of the pitcher’s mound. The 1st ball the batter hits the pitching net it’s considered a strike, the second ball (during that at bat) that hits the net is an out. If the pitcher makes a play for the ball and misses and the ball hits the net previous rule applies, if the pitcher makes a play for the ball and touches the ball prior to ball hitting net the ball is in play. 
20)  All players MUST submit a signed Liability waiver and Code of Conduct before the start of their 1st game of each calendar year or that player will be ineligible.  Players listed on a roster without these completed documents turned in by the 5th week of scheduled games will be removed from the roster.  Ultimately, it is the team manager's responsibility to verify compliance with all documents.

21) Any player found participating without being on the roster during any game will cause that team to forfeit said game/games. Hence, player must be on roster prior to start of the game. (THIS RULE IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH RULE 15).
22) Team Managers will be notified regarding schedule changes or make up games and will be responsible for passing on this information to their players. If the manager can’t be reached by email or phone, pick someone on the team that can and will take the responsibility. 

23) Protests must be written and turned in within 48 hours to the League Representative and/or League President with a $50 fee.  Judgment calls cannot be protested.

24) League champions will be determined by best overall record.  If two teams are tied for 1st, 2nd and/OR 3rd (7 or more teams) at the end of the season, a playoff game will be held to determine 1st, 2nd, and/or 3rd place.  If three teams are tied there will be a coin flip. Odd coin will receive a bye and play the winner of the first game.

25) LCCCYB officials have the right to remove any player, coach, or fan from the softball field if they are acting in an unsportsmanlike manner. If said party will not leave, game will be forfeited. A warning will first be issued and then action will be taken. Said party will have exactly one minute to leave premises after warning. 

26) Under no circumstances will vehicles be allowed inside the ball fields or warm-up areas. Games will be delayed if cars are inside the area and will not continue until the cars are removed. Please DO NOT park in areas designated as handicapped areas.

27) Home run limits will be a 3-8 low bid.
28) Batters must stay within the batter’s box (during swing) or will be called out.
29) Both coaches will sign line-up books at the end of each game, along with officials to verify final score. Team names and final score must be clearly documented in the appropriate boxes at the top of the page in order to count; Scorebooks will then go back to concession stand for safe keeping.
Specific Coed and Church Rules along with above;
30) All out field players must stay behind a 200ft line in the outfield, while a female is batting. 

31) If a male is walked, he automatically gets second base, if a female is in the batting order following him; she then has the option of walking or hitting.

32) Freedom runner must be replaced by same gender (male for male; female for female).

Additional Coed rule:
33) A minimum of 3 women on the field at all times. 
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