Winnipeg AAA Baseball Association

2017 Information Guide


Team
Umpire Fees


Division
Registration
Games
Plate
Base
Alone


13U
$1,800
22
$45

$60

15U
$ 2,300  
22
$45
$45
$60

18U
$2,300
25
$45
$45
$60

Affiliated team          $250              partial schedule



Note:  For 13U division games, area associations are responsible for assigning and paying their own base umpires.  WABA will assign and pay the plate umpire.
Registration:


(
Complete and return your electronic Team Registration Form to your WABA Convenor by Friday, June 2nd.

(
Do not send this form to Baseball Manitoba or to your Area Association. The WABA Convenor will send the forms to Baseball Manitoba. 

(
Roster size must be 12 – 18 players.

Rules

WABA league play, WABA play-offs & Baseball Manitoba Provincial Championships

Pitching Rules – Section 8.01 – Canadian Content

WABA league play, WABA playoffs & Baseball Manitoba Provincial Championships – all age divisions
1. Any player on the team roster is eligible to pitch, and there are no restrictions as to the number of pitchers a manager may use in a game.

2. Pitchers are permitted to have 2 appearances in the same calendar day, but not in a single game, and not if a pitcher requires rest following the first appearance.
3. Pitchers are permitted to pitch on 3 consecutive days only if their pitch count for the first 2 days combined does not exceed 30 pitches for 13U, 35 pitches for 15U or 40 pitches for 18U. 
4. Pitchers and managers shall follow the Pitch Count Guidelines (below) for their age division.
5. The home team scorekeeper will record the number of pitches thrown by each pitcher on the game sheet that is signed by both head coaches. It is the responsibility of the two scorekeepers to agree on the official pitch count. The official pitch count must be sent to the division convenor at the conclusion of the game.
6. An Official Scorekeeper shall be appointed for Baseball Manitoba Championships and is responsible for pitch count records. Pitch counts must be posted at the Championship.

7. Once a player assumes the position of pitcher, they may not catch for the remainder of the day.

8. Pitchers will be permitted to finish the batter if their maximum pitch limit has been reached for that calendar day.

9. Intentional walks will be included in pitch totals.

10. Required rest is defined in “days” starting at 12:01 AM and ending at 11:59 PM of the next  day. If a game continues past 12:00 AM, those pitches are added to the total of the previous calendar day. If a game is suspended, when it resumes it is defined as a new day.
11. A pitcher who is removed from the mound cannot return to pitch in the same game, even if the pitcher is retained in the game in another position.

12. The manager or coach may only make a 2nd visit to the mound during the same at-bat to remove the pitcher from the game, IF he first asks the home plate umpire for permission to make that visit. If the manager or coach fails to receive that permission, and makes a second visit during the same at-bat, he may be ejected from the game.
13. It is the responsibility of Team Management to adhere to the pitch count regulations.  This is a safety issue. Failure to adhere to these guidelines may result in both forfeiture of the game and suspension of Team personnel.

14. Number of Pitches and Rest Requirements for pitchers in the 13U, 15U, and 18U Divisions are:
A) 13U Division




Number of Pitches
Rest Required





1 to 30
No rest period




31 to 45
1 day rest





46 to 60
2 days rest





61 to 75
3 days rest





76 to 85
4 days rest




Total allowed pitches in one day
85



B)
15U Division




Number of Pitches
Rest Required





1 to 35
No rest period





36 to 50
1 day rest





51 to 65
2 days rest





66 to 80
3 days rest





81 to 95
4 days rest




Total allowed pitches in one day
95



C)
18U Division




Number of Pitches
Rest Required





1 to 40
No rest period





41 to 55
1 day rest





56  to 70
2 days rest





71 to 85
3 days rest





86 to 105
4 days rest




Total allowed pitches in one day
105
Prior to Baseball Manitoba Provincial Championships

Ensure you review the Baseball Canada Rule Book (Canadian Content)

Shoes – 13U
1. Shoes with metal cleats or “spikes” are prohibited in the 13U Division.  Rubber moulded cleats on running shoes are permitted.

Length of Games

1. Regulation game is 7 innings.

2. Complete game is 5 innings.

3. Ten (10) run mercy rule applies after 5 innings or 4-1/2 if Home Team is ahead.

4. Tied games will be continued until darkness.

5. Tied complete games that are called due to darkness or weather will not be replayed.  Each team will be awarded 1 point. (WABA only).
Bat Restrictions – 13U, 15U and 18U 
1. Baseball Canada, Western Canada Baseball Association and Baseball Manitoba have adopted a -10 metal bat rule for national, regional and provincial 13U competition; therefore WABA will use the same rule.  Maximum barrel diameter is 2 ¾ inches.
2. Wood or wood composite bats are required for both the 15U and 18U Divisions.
Re-Entry Rule

1. The re-entry rule is in effect for all age divisions in WABA League play and WABA play-offs.

Designated Hitter

1. The designated hitter rule is in effect for all age divisions in WABA League play and WABA play-offs.

2. The designated hitter is not allowed in 13U and 15U Baseball Manitoba Provincial Championships.
Use of Temporary Players
1. During the WABA regular season and WABA play-offs teams may use temporary players from their own Area Association only. These players must be on the Area Association’s lower (younger) age “AAA” team or on a “AA” or “A” team from the same age group. In order to use a temporary player the team must first get permission from the coach of his regular team.  Failure to do so will result in that player being ineligible for future use as a temporary player. Temporary players from the same age group are allowed to pitch (e.g., 15U AA players may pitch at 15U AAA), but temporary players from a lower age group are not allowed to pitch (e.g., 13U AAA players may not pitch at 15U AAA). AAA coaches who intend to pitch a temporary player must get permission from that player’s home coach.
2. Temporary players may play an unlimited number of games.

3. In order to be eligible for the Baseball Manitoba provincial championship, however, the player must be on the team’s roster.
4. Temporary players must be identified on the lineup card as follows: 
i. TP-M for 18U AA or A players
ii. TP-B for 15U AA or A players
iii. TP-P for 13U AA or A players.
This is to ensure that the umpires and opposing coaches know which players are temporary and which are allowed to pitch.
5. Temporary players must be registered through their home team with Baseball Manitoba.

Coaching Accreditation (Baseball Manitoba Handbook Section 5.03)

1. Baseball Manitoba coaching accreditation rules apply. 
2. All coaches must have taken “Respect In Sport”.
League Operation


Game Sheets

1. Game sheets must be kept by the Home Team but do not need to be sent to the Division Convenor, unless they are requested for verification.
2. Game sheets must be signed by a coach from each team; umpires are NOT required to sign game sheets.
3. Game sheets must document the official score, innings played, pitching records, any temporary players, and the date and site of the game.
4. The winning team must e-mail the score, pitch count records, and date of the game to the Age-Division Convenor within 24 hours of completion of the game.


Baseballs

1. Official game ball is the Rawlings R100 or ROML for all divisions. Any existing supply of Diamond D1 or D2 balls may also be used up.

2. The Home Team is to provide a sufficient supply of new or game-worthy baseballs.


Game Cancellation

1. If games are cancelled due to weather, lack of a diamond or field conditions, the Home Team must immediately notify the opposing coach and the Umpire Assignor (minimum 90 minutes before game time). Failure to do so may result in umpire fees charged to your team. Then advise your age-division convenor.

2. Where 13U teams supply their own base umpires, also make sure to advise your local Umpire Assignor.
3. Any team wishing to cancel a game because they are entering a tournament (or related event) must do so 7 days prior to the scheduled game.  If they fail to do so the following will apply:



a)
The team will be fined $200.




b)
The opposing team will be given the right to reschedule the game at their convenience and at their park.




c)
If the rescheduled game is not played it will result in default.


Rescheduling Cancelled Games (Home Team)

1. Confer with other team, check with the Umpire Assignor for Umpire availability and reschedule as soon as possible.

2. If game is not rescheduled within seven (7) days, it will be rescheduled by the Division Convenor.


Regular Season Standings
1. Final League standing will be based on points; 2 points for a win, 1 for a tie.

Extra inning game procedure – playoffs only 

1. If a game is tied after the completion of regulation innings, Rule 2.1.7 in the Baseball Canada rule book (Rule 4.06.08 in the Baseball Manitoba Handbook) will be implemented. 

WABA Play-offs

1. All full member teams will be eligible for the WABA play-offs.

2. Play-offs are as printed on the schedule but changes can be made by the Division Convenor.

3. Re-Entry Rule and Designated Hitter Rule are in effect for all divisions in WABA play-offs.

4. All umpires are assigned and paid by WABA.


5.
Home teams need to provide baseballs and game sheets.

6.   Top 4 finishers in the WABA playoffs qualify for 2017 Baseball Manitoba Provincial Championships

Baseball Manitoba Provincial Championships


1.
Baseball Manitoba rules apply.


2.
Re-Entry Rule in effect only for 13U and 15U.


3.
Designated Hitter in effect only for 18U.

4.
Designated Runner for Catcher Rule will NOT be in effect in any age category.


Locations and Dates for Provincial Championships:




13U
St. James (Optimist Park)
August 4 – 6, 2017




15U
Morden
August 4 – 6, 2017




18U
Winnipeg South
July 20 – 23, 2017

Qualifiers




These no longer apply to WABA teams from the Winnipeg Area Associations





13U
Brandon
July 21 – 23, 2017



15U
Winkler
July 21 – 23, 2017




18U

No qualifier

Player Transfers / Releases

1.
WABA will recognize all releases granted by an Area Association President.

2.
In a situation where a player is refused a release by his Area Association President, WABA will consider, but not necessarily grant, the request if the following apply:




a)
The player actually attended his area tryout and was cut / not selected for the team.




b)
Another area has indicated their willingness to place him on their team.


3.
The President of WABA has power to grant the release.


4.
This WABA transfer / release will apply for as long as a player remains age eligible for a particular category.  Once a player graduates from said category he must return to his home area .


5.
At the conclusion of any season a player may elect to return to his home area.


6.
The transfer / release will apply to WABA play only.


7.
In order to be eligible for the Baseball Manitoba Provincial AAA Championship the transferred player must make application to Baseball Manitoba.

8.  The above provisions apply to transfers within the City Associations. Transfers between Zone 1 and Zone 2 have additional requirements, including a letter detailing why the transfer is necessary, and requiring the approval of all four other Area Associations of the City.

Discipline
1. WABA will deal with discipline issues according to the attached WABA Discipline Policy.  It is the intent of WABA to ensure that all players, coaches, umpires, and fans treat each other with respect, free of any verbal or physical abuse.

2. It is the responsibility of umpires to document on game sheets, the names of any violators who are ejected from a game (along with reasons), and to ensure that either the senior umpire or umpire assignor is notified. The convenors for the respective age divisions will keep track of the game ejections and repeat offenders, so that appropriate discipline can be applied.

3. Section 4.06.1, Use of Tobacco Products (Pg 88 – Canadian Content) will be strictly enforced.
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