RULES FOR MARIA GORETTI GIRLS SOFTBALL LEAGUE
MODIFIED FAST PITCH

REVISED 3/13/18
Participation:

1. All players will bat including those on the bench at the start of the game.
Each coach will submit a complete batting order to the umpire before the game starts.  Late arrivals will be added to the batting order.

2. During the course of the game, no player will be allowed to sit on the   

     bench for more than two consecutive innings without fielding a position.

3. A minimum of 8 players will be required to start a game.  There will be a five minute grace period after which the game will be forfeited.

4. If for some reason an umpire fails to show up, wait 5 minutes then provide an adult from each team to umpire the game.  The responsibilities for calling balls and strikes and umpiring bases should be rotated every two innings. 

5. It will be coach’s responsibility to maintain order among players, parents and other fans.  Our goal is to provide a structured game of softball within an environment that encourages participation and good sportsmanship and results in good fun for all.

Length of Game:

1. A full game will be five (5) innings long; however a 50 minute time limit will be imposed.  The umpires watch will be official.

2. A rain-shortened game will be considered official if 3 full innings have                          been completed.  If there is lightening, the game will be called off.

3. If one team has a lead of 15 runs or more and 3 complete innings have been played, the game will be called complete and further play will be suspended.

4. A five (5) run per inning rule shall be enforced except for the last inning.  If the fifth run is scored before the play is complete, the team will be allowed to complete the play before having to take the field.
5. RAINY DAYS – If rain threatens, go to the field to verify playing conditions.  If the umpire and field attendant conclude that the field is playable and your team does not have 8 players while the other team does, you will be awarded a forfeit.

6. MAKE-UP GAMES – All make up games will be played no earlier than the second Sunday following the rained out date (eight (8) days later).  You will be notified early the following week regarding the time and place.  Make-up games cannot be played before noon on Sundays, per the Archidiocese.
Equipment:

1. The catcher must wear a mask, helmet, chest protector and leggings.

2. Only bats marked “Official Softball Bat” will be permitted.

3. Rubber-spiked cleats are highly suggested, however tennis shoes are permitted.

4. All batters must have face guards on their helmets.

5. Each team will be expected to provide a new, sanctioned softball 12” yellow per game.  Umpire may use his discretion if a new ball is forgotten and a playable used ball is provided.
Pitching:

1. Prior to starting delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall take a position with:

(a) The pivot foot on or partially on the top surface of the pitchers plate.

(b) The non-pivot foot in contact with or behind the pitchers plate.

(c) The ball in the glove or pitching hand and hands separated.

(d) The pitcher shall bring the hands together.

2. The pitch:

(a) The pitch starts when one hand is taken off the ball.

(b) The pitcher shall not take more than one step toward the batter and simultaneously with the delivery.

(c) A step backward is allowed but must begin before the hands come together.

(d) The pivot foot may remain in contact with or may push off and drag away from the pitching plate prior to the front foot touching the ground as long as the pivot foot remains in contact with the ground.

* The slingshot or windmill pitching motion may be used *
       
3.  The pitching mound will be 40 feet from home plate.
4.  This is a modified fast pitch league.  The ball may not arc more than 3ft           
      above where the pitchers hand was at the time of release. 

6. The pitcher shall pitch no more than a total of three (3) innings per game.
Batting:

1. There will be 3 balls and 2 strikes

2. A foul ball on a second strike will not be an out unless caught on the fly.

3. A foul tip caught by the catcher will be considered a strike.

4. Bunting will be permitted.

5. Batting out of order is an automatic out.

6. Throwing the bats is prohibited; one warning will be given per team.  After the batter will be called out.

7. Coaches should encourage their girls to swing rather than look for walks.  Umpires will be instructed to favor the pitcher on close calls.

Base Running:

1. Stealing bases is not permitted.  A base runner may not leave a base until the       

batter makes contact with the pitch.

2. If a runner is hit by a batted ball, she will be called out.

3. A runner leaving the base path to avoid a tag will be called out.

4. An overthrow which leaves the field of play the runner will be allowed the base she was going to plus one more.

5. INFIELD FLY RULE WILL NOT BE CALLED.  In the event an umpire inadvertently calls an infield fly, the play will revert to the original count on the batter, runners will return to the original base and play resumes at the point prior to the call.

Other:

1. All players should be wearing the same color shirts with numbers on the back.

2. When a pitched ball not swung at nor a strike touches any part of the batters person, the ball is dead.  The batter is entitled to one base without liability to be put out.  EXCEPTION:  If no attempt is made to avoid being hit the batter will not be awarded first base unless it is ball three.  
3. Infield – There will be no more than 5 infielders (including the pitcher) on the field at any one time.  The outfielders should be positioned no closer to the infield than the edge of the grass.

4. If a player is injured and unable to bat, the player will be taken out of the game and will not be allowed to re-enter.  The team will go to the next player in the batting order.

5. If a call is being disputed there will be a 3 minute time limit to settle it on the field.  If the call cannot be settled in 3 minutes, the game must proceed and a final protest must be submitted.

6. Any other situations which arise which are not covered by the above rules will be subject to official ASA softball rules as determined by umpire.
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